A Primer of Gross Pathology by I William Grossman MD pp xi +73 illustrated $7.50 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1972 Dr Grossman's small volume is obviously a work of love and contains interesting historical aspects of gross pathology, such as that of the autopsy of Beethoven. However, I think he presses the case too hard in the macroscopic differential diagnosis of, for example, inflammatory and neoplastic lesions. It is not that the differentiation between these is often difficult, but it may be difficult and this is not always brought out. The illustrations and the points which the author makes are valid, but the value of the book to a beginner is somewhat limited because the difficulties are not considered. J The last decade in medicine has been distinguished not so much by therapeutic advance as by conceptual development. This enrichment in our understanding has been, in its turn, largely due to technological progress. A full comprehension of the current state of knowledge inevitably involves some insights into the methods and techniques upon which it is based and Dr Havard's book succeeds particularly well in communicating some sense of this methodological infrastructure. His first ten chapters select areas such as the genetic, biochemical and immunological basis of disease, a chapter on respiratory failure, a review of the role of the thymus and a consideration of factors disturbing and maintaining circulatory, electrolyte and metabolic homeostasis. Tests of adrenal function are well described though some might favour greater prominence for plasma cortisol measurement, a much reduced role for urinary 17-oxo and -oxogenic steroid assay and complete abandonment of the delayed water diuresis as a diagnostic measure. The last five chapters, Radioimmunoassay, Adrenergic receptors, Medical aspects of transplantation, Bleeding disorders and fibrinolysis, and Computer-assisted medicine, have been contributed by guest authors (Chard and Landon, Turner, Lessof, Hirsh and Payne respectively). Of these chapters it is the last which, surprisingly, turns out to be least 'mainstream'. The confident onrush of computerization into medicine seems to have been stemmed, and it will be interesting to see if Dr Payne can give us an explanation (and perhaps redirection) in a further edition. The other subjects are dealt with succinctly and comprehensively. The short book is clearly selective in its topics and does not claim a universal approach. It singles out exciting areas of medicine and illuminates them clearly. It can be recommended to those seeking basic and rapid enlightenment in a foreign field.
HARRY KEEN Microbiology in Health and Disease by Martin Frobisher scD and Robert Fuerst PhD 13thedn ppix+664 illustrated £4.70 Philadelphia &c.: WB Saunders 1973 This is the thirteenth edition of a long established American textbook written with the health care team ofregistered medical technologist, practising physician and professional nurse in mind. The first half of the book is about general aspects of the study of microorganisms. It starts with a short historical introduction and moves on to deal with their classification and characteristics and their relation to the world at large. The last two sections of the first part of the book cover the destruction of organisms and responses to infection. Chapters on pathogenic microorganisms and the diseases they cause take up much of the rest ofthe book.
To cover at one time the majority of bacterial, viral and fungal pathogens is a large task, and the authors have packed a great deal of readable information into a single volume. Most of the references to the literature, illustrations of outbreaks of infection, names of drugs and practices are of American origin, and in places, as in the section on sterilization, this could be confusing to the transatlantic reader. R This book is much more an atlas than an adequate textbook. It is a pleasure for someone with experience to look through it and consider the points made in description and diagnosis. The pictures are on the whole very good but the points made in the descriptions are not always correct and could mislead a pathologist in training. The defect is essentially because of the separation of appearances from processes. For example, in considering a very common condi-
